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Are they addicts, or prisoners? 


The state’s new drug treatment center in Plymouth was meant to offer a 
humane, therapeutic environment. Some patients say it is anything but. 


By Maria Cramer and Felice J. Freyer 


GLOBE STAFF 


PLYMOUTH — David McKinley had drifted in 
and out of rehab for years, but his recovery never 


lasted long. 


Desperate, he asked his mother to have a 
judge commit him to a drug treatment center. He 
knew that would likely be the Plymouth center 
run by the Massachusetts state prison system, 
but he saw no other choice. A secure, locked facil- 
ity was the only way he believed he could finally 
break free from heroin. He had been addicted for 


six years, since his father died. 


Twice before, McKinley had received court- 
mandated treatment at the Massachusetts Alco- 
hol and Substance Abuse Center, part of a mini- 
mum-security prison complex in the middle of 
Myles Standish State Forest, surrounded by a tall 
fence and razor wire. Each time, he went back to 
using almost immediately after he was released. 


This time, he believed, would be different. A 


friend had lined up a job for him when he got out. 
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The Plymouth facility is surrounded by a tall fence and razor wire; 
patients must wear uniforms and are monitored by correction officers. 
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The Rev. Kevin O’Leary (left) and John Fish of Suffolk Construction walked through the Cathedral of the Holy 
Cross, which is devoid of pews as the 142-year-old church is refurbished and renewed. 


THOMAS FARRAGHER 


RESURRECTING GLORY 
ON WASHINGTON STREET 


Boston’s Catholic cathedral is getting a long-overdue facelift. 
It is a huge task — a sign of confidence in a church sorely tested. 


he roof leaks. The wiring is 
shot. The heating system is 


temperamental. And — I’m 


not afraid to tell you — 
there are bodies in the 
basement. 

And yet when the priest and the 
builder, the latest caretakers of the 
142-year-old puddingstone church on 
Washington Street, close their eyes, 


decades of decay and dust suddenly 
disappear. 

They see a sparkling jewel. They 
hear an angelic choir and the tolling of 
19th-century bells. They can smell in- 
cense — ancient and holy — wafting 
over a congregation who calls this 
place their spiritual home. 

Simply put, they envision a shin- 
ing, newly remodeled home for the 


mother church of Boston Catholicism, 
a home that had grown careworn, 
even neglected, and needs just about 
everything — new roofing, new altar, 
new systems, new floor, plus polish 
and paint from entrance to apse. 

In short, new life. 

“This is going to be our most signif- 
icant renovation,” said the Rev. Kevin 
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Sun spots 


E-mails among top transition 
officials suggest Michael 
Flynn was far from a rogue 
actor in his discussions with B1. 
Russian officials. A2. 


Sunday: Clouds, sun. 
High: 44-49. Low: 32-37. 


Monday: Mostly sunny. 
High: 42-47. Low: 32-37. 


Complete report, B15 


A year ago, a fire in Cam- 


Imagine if everyone could af- 
ford custom-made clothing 


bridge took the homes of 150 
people; a sense of security 
and safety remains elusive. 


and accessories. Manufactur- 
ers are working on it. G1. 


The high school football sea- 
son wrapped up with six Su- 
per Bowl games at Gillette 
Stadium. C1, 14-15. 


Tax bill a huge 
win for GOP, 
but cost unclear 


Trump and lawmakers table fears of 
soaring deficit, pledge passage this year 


By Jim Tankersley 
and Alan Rappeport 
NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — Congres- 
sional Republicans, buoyed by 
the Senate’s approval of a land- 
mark tax overhaul, expressed 
confidence Saturday that final 
legislation would be agreed up- 
on quickly and sent to Presi- 
dent Trump by the end of this 
month. 

While the tax bills approved 
by the House and the Senate di- 
verge in significant ways, the 
same forces that rocketed the 
measures to passage appear 
likely to bond Republicans in 
the two chambers as they work 
to hash out the differences. 

The plan to cut taxes by 
nearly $1.5 trillion has flown 
through Congress in the month 
since a bill was introduced in 
the House, with Republicans 
united in their belief in the eco- 
nomic power of tax cuts and 
desperate for a legislative victo- 
ry to appease restless campaign 
donors and base supporters. 

Senate Republicans won ap- 
proval for their sweeping tax 
overhaul just before 2 a.m. Sat- 
urday, two weeks after the 
House passed its own measure. 
The Senate vote was 51 to 49, 
with every Republican but one 
— Senator Bob Corker of Ten- 
nessee — in favor. 

Senate leaders locked down 
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Populist 
words not 
matched 
by deeds 


By Matt Viser and 
Astead W. Herndon 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump ran a campaign 
on lifting up the little guy. 

He was, in 
ANALYSIS the words of 
= hisoldest 
son, “a blue-collar billion- 
aire,” and it was his plain- 
spoken promise to be their 
warrior in Washington that 
helped win over voters in 
hollowed-out Midwestern 
towns. 

But almost a year into his 
presidency, evidence shows 
he has governed not as the 
populist champion he pro- 
claimed himself to be, but 
instead as a president siding 
more often with large corpo- 
rations, special interests, and 
the wealthiest of Americans. 

In deeds, if not in words, 
he’s proved a lot more “bil- 
lionaire” and a lot less “blue- 
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Lobster catch crashes, 


as ocean waters warm 


In southern New England, little hope 
that population will claw its way back 


By David Abel 
GLOBE STAFF 

FAIRHAVEN — Tom Tom- 
kiewicz remembers when there 
were so many lobster traps in 
Buzzards Bay it looked as if he 
could walk across the water on 
their buoys. 

Now, the 42-year-old lob- 
sterman and his dwindling 
number of colleagues have to 
set their traps far out to sea, 
well beyond view of the coast, 
to catch the few lobsters that re- 
main. 

“There’s nothing here,” said 
Tomkiewicz, one of only 35 
Massachusetts lobstermen who 
still have permits to fish in the 
state and federal waters that 
stretch from Nantucket Sound 
to Long Island Sound. “It’s cra- 


» 


Zy: 


In the colder waters off the 
coast of Maine, lobstermen 
have been hauling in record 
catches. But south of Cape Cod, 
where rising sea temperatures 
have contributed to the decima- 
tion of the lobster population, 
the industry has collapsed. In 
some areas, catches have 
plunged 90 percent below their 
peak in the late 1990s, leaving 
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We understand 
family business 


This is a great time to 
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